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...... The rocks and fossils of Lower Farm Quarry reveal a
compelling story of ancient life in Martley

The Silurian hundreds of millions of years ago
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across the Earth looked very different - Britain as we know it today did not
exist. The land which would eventually form this part of Britain was
located in the southern tropics on a continental shelf, blanketed in a
warm, shallow, tropical sea. To the east lay a continent, the Midland
Platform; to the west was a deep ocean, the Welsh Basin.

By the Silurian a great number of sea creatures had evolved hard external skeletons - trilobites,
corals, crinoids, brachiopods, molluscs, and more, but there were no fish or land animals. Attimes
the floor of the tropical sea was, in areas, a waving meadow of generation upon generation of
crinoids. Their broken up skeletons alone can produce beds of limestone several metres thick.
The rock face behind you is composed of a crinoid rich limestone, belonging to the Much Wenlock
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tropical seareceived influxes of sediments from the adjacent landmass of
the Midland Platform, forming thin layers of siltstone and shale between
the layers of limestone. Pulverised shell debris and crinoid fragments
within the limestone layers suggest the Wenlock shoreline was prone to
occasional heavy storms and vigorous wave action.
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Some 140 million years after the Silurian rocks formed they were caught Al

up in a period of mountain building, known as the Variscan Orogeny,
whose earth movements had a profound effect upon the structural and
topographical characteristics of the Martley area. The once horizontal
layers of limestone and shale that formed in the Silurian sea were
compressed and folded. Since then they have been ravaged by erosion.

Upper Ludlow Shales

The continental shelf is made up of many niche environments which
Influence the resultant rock types that form there. There are a variety of
different limestones within the Much Wenlock Limestone Formation,
each rock type reflecting the particular environment under which it
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